Abstract

Claims in construction contracts are on the increase. As more emphasis is
put on time and money, many contracts get off to a bad start because of lack
of pre-planning or just bad advice on the method of procurement of the form
of contract to be used. Both the initiator and recipient of claims are often
partially responsible for claim situations escalating into expensive disputes.
Many disputes can be avoided or settled amicably if the parties to them re-
cognise the fundamental causes of claims and how they should be addressed.
This book confronts all of the difficult problems that arise in claim situations
in the UK and internationally. Extensive reference to UK and internatio-
nal case law, and a systematic approach to various types of claims assisted
by helpful and explanatory diagrams, make this book second to none as a
‘trouble shooting’ guide to presentation of, response to, and negotiation and
settlement of claims.

In addition to the general principles of law and contract in the UK and inter-
nationally, and how they relate to construction claims, there are a number of
examples which are specific to a wide range of UK, international and foreign
forms of contract. The latest FIDIC international forms of contract and their
problems are featured, and some important pitfalls and comparisons with the
Engineering and Construction Contract (NEC) add a new dimension to this
edition.

The author’s extensive experience of the legal and practical aspects of con-
struction law and claims in over 30 countries with diverse laws and legal
codes is evident in this book. It is essential reading for those wishing to ful-
ly understand this important field so that they are better prepared to deal
confidently and successfully with the problems that arise.
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