
Health Systems
in Low- and

Middle-Income

Countries

An economic and

policy perspective

Edited by

Richard D. Smith

Professor of Health System Economics;

Head, Faculty of Public Health and Policy,

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK

Kara Hanson

Reader in Health System Economics;

Head, Department of Global Health and Development,

Faculty of Public Health and Policy,

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK

OXPORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List of contributors xvii

Section 1 The 'health system'

1 What is a 'health system'? 3

Richard D. Smith and Kara Hanson

2 Health systems and institutions 21

Lucy Gilson

Section 2 The 'health sector': financing,

purchasing, provision, and performance

3 Measuring and evaluating performance 49

Ellen Nolte and Martin McKee

4 Revenue collection and pooling arrangements in financing 77

Di Mclntyre and Joseph Kutzin

5 Delivering health services: incentives and information in

supply-side innovations 103

Kara Hanson

6 Human resources and the health sector 125

Barbara McPake

7 Pharmaceuticals and the health sector 147

Prashant Yadav, Richard D. Smith, and Kara Hanson

Section 3 Health and systems in the wider context

8 The health system and international trade 173

Richard D. Smith

9 The health system and external financing 193

Anna Vassall and Melisa Martinez-Alvarez

10 The health system and wider social determinants of health 219

Rene Loewenson and Lucy Gilson

11 The health system and global changes 243

Richard D. Smith



XVi j CONTENTS

Section 4 The future of health systems

12 Global health diplomacy: the 'missing pillar5 of health

system strengthening 267

Richard D. Smith and Kara Hanson

Index 281


