Geopolitics
The Geography of

International Relations

Second Edition

SAUL BERNARD COHEN

ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD PUBLISHERS, INC.
Lanbam * Boulder « New York © Toronto » Plymouth, UK



Contents

List of Figures
List of Tables

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

1

2

Introduction
Notes

Survey of Geopolitics
Definitions
Stages of Modern Geopolitics
Conclusion
Notes

Geopolitical Structure and Theory
Structure
Proliferation of Nartional States
Geopolitics and General Systems
Equilibrium, Turbulence, and World Order
Notes

The Cold War and Its Aftermath
Phase I: 1945-1956
Phase II: 1957-1979
Phase III: 1980-1989
The Collapse of the Soviet Superpower
Transition into the Twenty-first Century
Notes

North and Middle America
The United States
Canada
Mexico

Middle America

viii

10

11
11
12
29
29

33
34
53
55
57
59

61
61
68
79
84
85
90

921

91
115
127
135



vi ~CONTENTS

Conclusion 144
Notes 146

6 South America 147
United States—South American Relations 147

The Geographical Setting 149
Geopolitical Features 151
Geopolitical Forces of Separation and Attraction 154
Prospects for South America’s Geopolitical Independence 158
Conclusion 162
Notes 164

7 Maritime Europe and the Maghreb 165
Geopolitical Features 168
European Integration 177
Immigration Patterns 185
Merging of Eastern and Western Europe within the European Union 187

State Proliferation 188

The Maghreb: Maritime Europe’s Strategic Annex 194
Conclusion 198
Notes 200

8 Russia and the Eurasian Convergence Zone 201
The Changing National Territory 203
Implosion of the Soviet State 215
Geopolitical Features 217

The Eurasian Convergence Zone 230
Eastern Europe 234

The Trans-Caucasus and Central Asia 240
Mongolia 247
Conclusion 248
Notes 250

9 The East Asia Geostrategic Realm 253
China 253

The East Asia Rim Periphery 279
Conclusion 289
Notes 293

10 The Asia-Pacific Rim 295
Evolution of the Region 296
Political Stability and Instability 303
Geopolitical Features 313
Conclusion 321
Notes 327

11 South Asia 329
Regional Geopolitical Overview 332
Geopolitical Features 339
Challenges to National and Regional Unity 348
Conclusion : 351

Notes 353



CONTENTS  vii

12 The Middle East Shatterbelt
Modern Colonial Penetration
Great Power Rivalry: Cold War Period
The Geographical Setting
Geopolitical Features
Major Conflicts
Oil, Pipeline Routes, and Polirics
Conclusion
Notes

13 The Sub-Saharan African Shatterbelt
Colonial/Imperial Background
Postcolonial Political Frameworks
Geographical Background
Geopolitical Features
Prospects for Regional Power Centers
Compression Zone

Conclusion
Notes
14 Epilogue
Mapping the Future
Notes
Bibliography
Index
Abour the Author

355
356
358
362
370
378
387
388
391

393
393
395
398
403
409
413
417
419

421
424
428
429
437

457



Figures

2.1

2.2.
2.3.
2.4.
3.1
3.2
4.1.
5.1.
6.1.
7.1
8.1.

8.2.

9.1.
10.1.
11.1.
12.1.
13.1.
14.1.

Mackinder’s World: 1904

Mackinder’s World: 1919

Mackinder’s World: 1943

Changing Heartland Boundaries

The Geopolitical World: Beginning of the Twenty-first Century

The World’s Major and Regional Powers

Realm and Regional Changes from the End of World War II to the Present
North and Middle America: Major Geopolitical Features

South America: Major Geopolitical Features

Maritime Europe and the Maghreb: Major Geopolitical Features
Heartlandic Russia and Periphery: Major Geopolitical Features

Eurasian Convergence Zone

East Asia: Major Geopolitical Features

Asia-Pacific Rim: Major Geopolitical Feacures

South Asia: Major Geopolitical Features

Middle East Shatterbelt: Major Geopolitical Features

Sub-Saharan Africa Shatterbelt: Major Geopolitical Features

World Geopolitical Map by the First Quarter of the Twenty-first Century

viii

14
15
17
18
41
48
63
92
152
169
218
231
266
314
340
371
402
423



Tables

3.1.
3.2
3.3.
3.4.
4.1,
5.1
7.1.
7.2.
8.1.
10.1.
10.2.
11.1.
12.1.
12.2.
12.3.
13.1.
13.2.

Percentage of International Trade to GDP by Region for the Year 2007
Second-Order Power Rankings

Gateways and Separatist Areas

Potential Confederations

State Targets of Major Terrorist Actions Since World War 11
Four Stages of U.S. Geopolitical Development

Maritime Furope Trade and Income in European Key States
Potential European States and Quasi-States

Post—-World War II Soviet Land Annexations

The Asia-Pacific Rim: A Region of Trading States

Asia-Pacific Rim Population and Income

South Asia Population and Trade

Current Middle East Boundary Disputes

Recent Middle East Dispute Territorial Resolutions

Middle East Irredentism

Sub-Saharan Africa: Current Boundary and Territorial Disputes
Sub-Saharan Africa: Latent Boundary and Territorial Disputes

ix

38
49
51
56
89
99
180
190
211
301
301
331
375
376
376
405
406



